14                                         A   NEW   ACCOUNT

many small Islands made by the Currents of the Ganges, but very few
are inhabited, because they aie so pestred with Tigers, that there is little
Safety for other Inhabitants; and there are also many Rhinoceroses on
those Islands, but they are not so dangerous Neighbours as the Tigers,
yet, when provoked, they will assault any living Thing. Nature has
endued him with two particular Rarities out of her Stores One is a large
Horn placed on his Nose. The second is a Goat of Mail to defend him
from the Teeth or Claws of other fierce Animals. His Tongue is also
somewhat of a Rarity, for, if he can but get any of his Antagonists down,
he will lick them so clean, that he leaves neither Skin nor Flesh to cover
their Bones; but he is seldom known to be an Aggressor, except when he
meets with an Elephant, then he sharpens his Horn and assaults, tho'
he is much inferior to the Elephant in Bulk and Strength, being no bigger
than a very large Ox, yet he often overcomes in spite of the Elephant's
Teeth.

Sundiva is an Island four Leagues distant from the rest, and so far it lies
in the Sea, it is about 20 Leagues in Circumference, and has three
Fathoms Water within a Mile of the Shore, and it may serve to shelter
small Ships from the raging Seas, and Winds of the South-west Monsoons.
I was credibly informed by one that wintred there, that he bought 580
Pound Weight of Rice for a Rupee, or Half a Crown, eight Geese for
the same Money, and sixty good tame Poultry for the same, and Cloth
is also incredibly cheap, it is but thinly inhabited, but the People simple
and honest.

The Religion of Bengal by Law established, is Mahometan, yet for one
Mahometan there are above an Hundred Pagans, and the publick Offices
and Posts of Trust are filled promiscuously with Men of both Perswasions.

The Gentiles are better contented to live under the Mogul's Laws than
under Pagan Princes, for the Mogul taxes them gently, and every one
knows what he must pay, but the Pagan Kings or Princes tax at Discretion,
making their own Avarice the Standard of Equity; besides there were
formerly small Rajahs, that used, upon frivolous Occasions, to pick
Quarrels with one another, and before they could be made Friends again,
their Subjects were forced to open both their Veins and Purses to gratifie
Ambition or Folly.

And now having cursorily travelled over the most noted Countries and
Towns in Bengal, with the best Remarks I could of their Government,
only making a voluntary Omission of many Oppressions and other
Injustices that came within the Reach of my own Knowledge and
Experiments, I take Leave of that earthly Paradise, and proceed.